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NEWSLETTER 
June 2018 

 

- Friends News - 

Friends Present HLF Match-Funding 

Cheque to Castle 
 

 

In the January 2018 newsle�er we reported that the 

Castle was successful in its bid for a  Heritage Lo�ery 

Fund grant of almost £½ million to fund an exci$ng 

new interac$ve display in the room that previously 

contained the Tamworth Story display. In order to 

qualify for the grant the Castle needed to obtain match-funding from other 

sources, and the Friends’ commi�ee agreed to donate £10,000 to the Castle for 

this purpose. 
 

At the Friends AGM in April the our patron, Christopher Pincher MP, presented 

the £10,000 cheque on behalf of the Friends to Louise Troman, the Castle’s 

Heritage and Visitor Services Manager. 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

- Talks - 

Mad As a Ha�er—Origins & Meanings of Sayings 
By Sandy Leong in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 8
th

 June 2018 at 7:30pm 

Sandy Leong, and an instance of a famous saying 
 

Sandy is an historian, passionate about bringing to life the sort of history 

that doesn’t normally get into mainstream history books. She is a 

professional speaker and published author, married to a Malaysian and 

spending $me living and working in the UK & Malaysia. She is a guest 

speaker with P & O, Fred Olsen and Thomson’s cruise ships, and a sought-

a7er speaker for Historical Socie$es and other groups. 
 

Sandy says of her talk: 

Some people may say that I’m as Mad as a Ha�er because I’m fascinated by 

the origins of everyday sayings. There are more sayings than you can shake 

a s�ck at. For any doub�ng Thomas, I’ll let the cat out of the bag & pull out 

all the stops to entertain you with stories of how the sayings that we use 

came about. 
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Æthelflæd and the Origins of Stafford 
By Professor Mar3n Carver in St. George’s Chapel, St. Editha’s Church 

On Friday 13
th

 July 2018 at 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mar3n Carver and a depic3on of Æthelflæd, Lady of the Mercians 

 

Writer and broadcaster Mar$n Carver was an army officer for 15 years, a 

commercial archaeologist for 13 years and a professor of archaeology at 

York university for 22 years. 
 

Æthelflæd, regarded as ‘ruler of the Mercians’ was the first-born child 

of King Alfred and is a rare example of female rulership in English 

history. The site of St Editha's Church, the venue for the talk, is 

regarded by many as being part of or adjacent to the palace of the 

Anglo-Saxon Mercian King Offa. 
 

2018 marks the 1100th anniversary of Aethaelflaed's death in 

Tamworth, and Mar$n will talk about the excava$on of the fort built 

by Æthelflæd in Stafford in 913 AD. The majority of our county towns, 

and the shires themselves, owe their origins to the campaigns of Alfred and 

his children Edward the Elder and Aethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians, in the 

late 9th and early 10th centuries. Stafford is one such town, and the large-

scale archaeological examina$ons undertaken there over the last fi7y years 

have provided an extraordinary opportunity to piece together the history of 

such a "typical" town.  
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You’re Never Too Old to Rock & Roll 
By Vince Eager in The Globe Inn, Lower Gungate 

On Thursday 27
th

 September 2018 at 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re memory goes back to the late 50’s, you may recall the teenage Roy 

Taylor and the “Vagabonds Skiffle Group” that he helped form: they quickly 

became Vince Eager and The Vagabonds, touring and making records, and 

in 1959 Vince was a regular performer on BBC TV’s  Drumbeat. 

During his 60 years in showbiz and cruise direc$ng, Vince has collected a 

wealth of stories, anecdotes and tales that he enjoys talking and wri$ng 

about. His on-stage popularity over the years has recently spun off into the 

success he’s enjoyed with his book, “Vince Eager’s Rock ‘n’ Roll Files” and 

his presenta$ons. Along with his performing and wri$ng, Vince is becoming 

more and more in demand for his talks and visual media presenta$ons. 

Such is the wealth of material at his finger$ps that he has three 

presenta$ons.  His talk is based on his early years of recording popular 

music, television shows, concerts and cabaret shows he appeared on. 
 

The talk follows the Friends’ monthly lunch club get-together: if you want to 

join everybody for the lunch, get there around 12:00 pm; if you want to 

come just for the talk, you need to be there for 2:00 pm. Non-members are 

welcome but we would ask that they make a £3 contribu$on to our funds. 
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Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
By Sarra Kasraoui in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 12
th

 October 2018 at 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Shelley and an early depic3on of the monster created by Frankenstein 

English writer Mary Shelley, wife of poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, is best known for 

her horror novel Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus, which she wrote in 

1818 at the age of 21, so 2018 is the 200
th

 anniversary of its publica$on. In the 

book, Victor Frankenstein builds a human creature (the “monster”) through the 

“scien$fic” methods of chemistry and alchemy,  leaving it to fend for itself and try 

to make its way in the world of men, where it wrought horrible revenge.  
 

Mary’s book, as well as being a horror story, is widely acknowledged as being the 

world’s first science fic$on novel, although Sarra’s spooky presenta$on will 

concentrate on the horror aspects, and the Castle’s ancient Great Hall should 

provide the perfect back-drop! 

Table Sale 
Tuesday 12

th
 June 2018 at the Market Vaults, Market Street, Tamworth 

 

Following our successful table sale last November, the commi�ee has organised 

another at the same loca$on. For anyone who is interested in helping out, or just 

browsing and buying, we will be seVng up at 11:00 am for an 11:30 start, and it 

will finish at around 3:00 pm. If you have any items you would like to donate for 

sale, please contact Maureen Sherwood on 01827 66150. 

- Trips, Social & Other Events - 
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- Reviews - 

Beer and Ski�les 
September, at The Aldergate Club, Aldergate, Tamworth 

 

We will be organising a beer and ski�les evening at The Aldergate  Club in 

September (date to be confirmed); the entrance price will include food. The 

last such event we held here was very popular, so look out for further 

details on date, $me, price and food in the next newsle�er. 

The Man Who Creates Invisible Art 
A talk at the Castle on Friday 20

th
 April 

 

This talk was given by Graham Short, famous for inscribing a $ny portrait of 

Jane Austen on four of the new £5 notes shortly a7er they were issued. 

Graham’s talk was greatly enjoyed by all who a�ended, who heard him 

speak about the techniques he uses to engrave the $niest of texts and 

pictures on such objects as the heads of pins and specks of metal inserted 

into the eyes of needles. He also made us laugh at humorous stories of his 

life using his special talent to create art sought a7er by the rich and famous, 

and gave us an insight into the world of art sales and who makes the profits 

(surprisingly, not the ar$st!) 
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Friends Events for 2018/19 
 

25/01/18 Talk “A7er the Yorkshire Ripper” 

29/03/18 Talk “Tricks of Light and Colour” 

20/04/18 Annual General Mee$ng 

20/04/18 Talk “The Man Who Creates Invisible Art” (following AGM) 

11/05/18 Talk “Unsung War Heroes, WW2 to Afghanistan” 

08/06/18 Talk “Mad as a Ha�er” - origins & meanings of sayings 

12/06/18 Table sale in the Market Vaults 

13/07/18 Talk “Æthelflæd & the Origins of Stafford” 

??/09/18 Beer & Ski�les evening (date to be confirmed) 

27/09/18 Talk “You’re Never Too Old to Rock & Roll” 

12/10/18 Talk “Mary Shelley & Frankenstein” 

27/10/18 Children’s Halloween (date provisional) 

29/11/18 Talk “The Perils of a Public Speaker” 

09-10/12/2018 Trip to the Thursford Xmas Spectacular 

??/02/19 Talk “The Meaker Brothers” (date to be confirmed) 

 

Contact Details 
 

Where booking slips are included with the newsle�er, if return details are not 

included on the form please complete and send them, with payment, to: 

 Sue Evans, 48 Barbara Street, Tamworth, B79 7EJ 

If you do not have a booking slip or would like more details about a trip, you can 

contact Sue by phone on 01827 55916 or by email at 

 social@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

If you have any ques$ons or sugges$ons regarding newsle�ers, please contact Roger 

Ashford by phone on 0790 0088960 or by email at  

 newsle�er@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

 Membership queries should be addressed to  

 membership@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

For any other issues, contact admin@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

Friends Website:     www.tamworthcastlefriends.org 


